
SPEECH OF Ma. MiLLEK,
, OF NEW JERSEY,

On the Proposed Occupation of Yucatan.

Ih Skxatf, Mat 15, 1848.
The Senate having unJer consideration the hill to enable

the President of the Uuited States to take temporary military
occupation ol Yucaian

Mr MILLEK said : If this were simply a question whether
we should relieve the people ol Yucatan from a sudden and
overwhelming calamity, it would receive my cordial and
heartv support. Beside the high Christian duty ol humanity,
there is to my mind u moral sublimity iu the aspect ol a grea
nation like ours stopping in its caieor of power, of war and
ol conquest, to listen to the cry of suffering aud helpleds
.women unJ children, and performing an act of pure disinte¬
rested benevolence. This 1 hoped would have keen the po ¬

tion taken by our Government towards \ ucaian. B
I have been mistaken ; aelfisbness ban triumphed °.r
.volence, love of dominion has superseded ilie love ot peace,
and the measure, stripped of all its high claims ol humanity,
is now presented to us us a cold calculating projtc o

tional policy. I will endeavor to show that that is the cha¬
racter of the proposition submitted to us in the message of the
Executive, of the 29th of April, and embodied in the bill now
under consideration.
On the 21st of April last, Santiago Mendiz, then Governor

of one of the Slates of the Republic uf Mexico, sends a com¬

munication to our Executive, represenung that that State
wa» suffering under the calamity of a domestic war, asking
the aid of our Government, and ofler.ng, in case the relief be

granted, to tiansfer the dominion and sovereignty of his coun-
trv to the United States.

, . iThis is certainly a very liberal and a very .«ul"
tion; it implores our charity and at the same time prollersamo.t
valuable donation to us.* It is alike tempting to our bumanhy
and lo our selfishnes ; it appeal, at once to our " a

Christian people, and to our love ol dominion as an ambitious nu-
tion. There is here such a mixing up of opposite motives lorrac-
tion, that, if we accept the proposition, it must bo ever doubtfta
whether we were moved by feelings of human.tyorbytht
love of dominion; whether we save Yucatan from the horrors
of a civil war for the sake of it® people, or whether we save

the people for the sake of taking Yucatan to ourselves. Lpon
looking at this atrange proposition the first inquiry is, who
and what is he who thus proposes to deal with the calamities
of his country, and proffers ner dominion and sovereignty lor

present help, in time of need, who, as it appears from p»
own communication, is going from court to court, and crying
out like a drowning woman, in the poetic languuge o t le

Senator from MichiKan, (Mr. Cash,) «'save me and take
me Why, sir, it is a certain Mr. Santiago Mendez. Ann
who in Santiago Mendez ? The documents on your table
give you his officiul authority and character. Ho was, at the
date of his communication to our Government, 25th of March,
1848, Governor of Yucatan ; but I do not find any evidence
whatever showing that, as such Governor, he was clothed
with authority to transfer the sovereignty of his State upon
any emergency. The only authority pretended is the follow-
ing article contained in a decree made by the Congress ol
Yucatan on the 14th of January, 1848 :

Ait. I. " The Government is empowered to take any mea¬

sures, executive or legislative, which it may judge iiecstsaiy
for the restoration or peace, the consolidation ot order, and uie
amelioration of all the branches of the public administration.
By the third article of the same decrce, it is declared :

"These powers shall cease on the 1st of September next,
when the chambers meet at the second constitutional period.

There is no authority conferred by this decroe foi the extra-

oidinary proposition to cede the sovereignty of the State of
Yucatau. But if ho ever had any authority for that pur¬
pose, that authority had ceased before his communication was

presented to our'Execurtve, and that fact was known to the
President when he sent the proposition to us by his message
ot the 29th of April. As early as the 4th of April Com¬
mander Bigelow, then at Laguna, writes to Com- Perry :

'« We have accounts from YueaUn which state that the troops
stationed at Texax, on learning of Burbachino's having super¬
seded Mendez in the Presidency, immediately took up the
line of march for Campeachy, and abandoned their position.
The parties appear to be as divided and hostile to each other
as ever ; or, perhaps, the troops who wished to reticat took
advantage of the cliange of the Government to screen their
cowardice."
And on the 15th of April Commodore Perry informs the

Navy Department that
" Governor Mendez has resigned in favor of his political

rival, Senor Barbachino, which measure his, it seems, pro¬
duced increased dissensious among the troops..(bee enclosed
extract from the report of Commander Bigelow.")
Thus it appears that before the 21st of April, the day on

which this proposition was presented to our Government,
Governor Mendez had been supe^sedi d by liis political rival
Barbachino, and it appears that this change in the Executive
officer was the cause of renewing party hostilities among the
people of Yucatan, and of producing dissension in that coun¬
try, and that the troops took advantage of the change in the
Government to screen theft cowardice, abandoned their posi¬
tion of delence against the Indians, retreated to Campeachy,
and left the people of Yucatan exposeJ to the very calamities
from which we are now asked to relieve them. But this is not
all. These documentsshow that the civil wai now raging in Yu¬
catan was instigated by the conduct of Mendez and his party ;
that, for the purpose of aJvanciug his own ainbiiious views,
he first excited the Indians against bis political rival, by pro¬
mises of relief from an odious and oppressive tax, and then,
altar he had attained power by their aid, not only broke his
promises, but cruelly inflicted other outrages upon their per¬
sons. Commodore Perry, in his letter of the 16th March,
fays:
" In the removal pfMiguel Barbachino from the governmentof Yucatan, about six months since, and the substitution <>l

Santiago Mendez, the Indians were etigsged by the Csmpfacb-
cnos in support of Mendez, with proniiies of s remission ot the
capitation tax and other indulgences ; but when .Mendez was
elected the tax was claimed ; the Indians reluted, and injttcollection some ol thein were put to death. Outrages also on
the lamilies of some of the duels of the Indians seem to have
beeu perpetrated by some officers trom Campeachy { and hence
the fears ol the Campcachenos, and the comparatively secure

feelings of the inhabitants of Merida and its v icinity.
(" Among the gentlemen whom I met at the commandant s

was Don Pedro Camara, said to have been a leading man of ihe
Barbachino party before its expulsion trom office. I his gen¬tleman spoke with great confidence ol the ability ot thp whites
to resist the Indians, and seemed very confident and much at
hit ease. All of whieli further inclined me lo the beliel that
the whole matter it a party quarrel, in which that ol Barbachi¬
no lias the best, and that of Mendez the worst, though they
may have put elements in agitation which may overwhelm them
both, and hence wish for Spanish interference and assistance."
So much for the character, official and personal, of Santiago

Mendez, who now ask* our humanity in exchange for the
sovereignty of his country.

I desire now lo Usee the history of this proposition, the
causes that induced it, and the reasons and motives which
caused our Executive to entertain tlie measure. In November,
1847, Mr. Junto Sierra, styling himself "Commissioner and
Special Agent of the Government of Yucatan near that of the
United Slates," opened a correspondence with our Secretary
of State. In his first letter, dated 24th November, 1847, he
relates the grievances which Yucatan had sustained at the
hands of Mexico ; and that, in consequence of these grievances,
Yucatan was taking measures " which will probably end in a

special declaration of its absolute independence " tbst \ ucatan
had maintained " the most rigid and honest neutrality in the
war now exiating between Mexico and the United Stales."
He then presents two requests to oar Government :

*' 1. That the duties now imposed at Laguna, under the au¬

thority of the United States, on the vessels and productions of
Yucatan, may be abolished.

.. fc. That the nsvsl forces of the United States may cease to
occupy the port of Laguna and island ofCarmen."

Here I woold remark, in passing, that as late as November
lest Yucatan asked no protection from us ; but, on the contra¬
ry, Iteggcd that we would withdraw our naval forces from her
ports, and permit her to enjoy the rights of a neutral Power.

Mr. Buchanan, in hi* answer, dated 14th December, to that
communication, grants the first request and refuses the second.
The reasons for his refusal are stated by the Secretary, as fol¬
lows t

.' The position of YucsUn it peculiar. . The President csn-
not rroognite her as a sovereign and independent State. She
most still be considered at a portion of the Mexican republic,
yet as neutral in the existing war. Had she preserved her
neutrality from the comniciiwrncpt of hoililitici until the pre-
sent period, it it more than probable the naval forcet of the
United Statet never would hsve tsken possession of I.sguns.
It is true thst a contraband trade in arms and munitions ot wsr
was carried on between that port and the neighboring province
of Tabasco; but yet we might have borne this inpiry rather
than have eaercised th« unquestionable right ol arresting it by
seizing anv portion of a S'ate which professed neutrality. But
the extraon linary Congress of Yucatan, by their decree of the
45th August, 1 HI, converted her neutrality into open war
azainst the United States. After she had thus made hertelf
our enemy, the port of Laguna, on the iltt December, 18W,
wat unconditionally turrendered to our forces. It is tru<- that
Yucatan has again become neutral, but It oannot lie denied that
she hat ever since been diitraeted liy civil distention!, and that
the enemies of neutrality ami partisans of Mexico are in open
rebellion against her Government."

As this is the only letter from our Secretary in answer to
¦the numerous communications made to him by Mr Sierra, I
ask the particular attention of the Senate to three important
facta asserted by the Secretary.

First Thst the President could not recognise her [\ ucatan]
" as a sovereign snd independent Hate." She must be con¬
sidered as a » portion of the Mexican republic.

Second. That, although she professed neutrality, the exIn¬
ordinary Congress of Yucatan, by their decree of the 2Mh of
August, 1848, converted her neutrality into open war against
the United States.

, .

Third. That although she has again became n*utr»'. 11

oannot be " denied" that she has ever since been districted by"civil dissensions," and that the enemies of neutrality and

partisans of Mexico are in " open rebellion" ajainat her Gov¬
ernment.

These aJ milled fac's will be found of lite highest importance
in the consideration of that subjtct; and 1 shall return tu them
again under another branch ot my argument'

Next, we have a series of letter# Irom M. Sierra represent¬
ing the suffering and helpless condition of the white citizens
of Yucatan under a cruel and exterminating savage war, and
asking, in the name of humumty and civilization, aid irom the
United State* in money, arms, and militaiy force. To the
appeal to oiir humanity there is no response from the Execu¬
tive. He is at* cold and as silent as the grave. The com¬

missioner then strikes another chord ; he appeals to our national
pride and jealousy, and hims that if the United States does not

grant the aid asked fer, England, France, or >paiu will be
appealed to s and then very duxteiously quotes to the Presi-
dent his own message against European interference upon this
continent. He also names our gem-roust sympathy towards
the Greeks and the Pope of Koine. Vet there is no response.
The cry of suffering women aud children is still unheatd.
The President does jiot find in any of these things sutttcient
consideration to induce him to grant protection to \ ucatan ;

and the savage extermiualing war goes on. Now, sir,
what must be the opinion of the world in regnrd to such an

application. This man comes here and tells us that the women
and children of Yucatan are about lo be massacred by the

savages ; that the white population is about to be sacrificed t
und he asks us in the name of humanity to help them, and if
we do not they will go to our rival and ask her aid. Thus
he holds out a threat thai, in case we relume his application,
the sovereignty of Yucatan will be transferred to England.
This is like the case of a man who, when his house is on fire
with his family in it, goes across the stn et, aud coolly approach¬
ing his neighbor, would exclaim, " My wife and children are

in danger of being burnt \ come and rescue them, and in return
for your humanity I will give you a deed lor the house."
And then, to follow out the illustration, if the neighbor should
turn a deaf ear to the call, the supplicant would say, M Well,
if you do not agree to the bargain, I w ill go and treat with
your fiiend over the way." How would Buch a proposition
be received by any honorable man } He would doubtless rush
to the succor of the helpless women and children $ but the pro¬
position he would treat with scorn, and be templed almost to
thrust its author in the flames. And vet this has been the
way in which our humanity has been approached by the com¬
missioner of Yucatan.
On the 23d of February, 1848, the treaty of peace between

the United States and Mexieo is sent into the Senate. Ot
the terms of that treaty I cannot speak; but it appears Mr.
Sierra had his eye upon this treaty, and is quite well inform¬
ed of its provisions. Sir, on the very next day, the '-4th of
February, he presents to our Secretary of State a form d pro¬
test against its ratification. In this most remark-ible protest
Mr. Sierra seems to forget the dependence aud helplessness ot
his State, and assumes the tone and authority ot a sovereign
prince, claiming the right to interfere in the regotiations of our

Government. He commences by telling us that this treaty
contains a question of life or death tor Yucitan ; that it is a

hasty atliir, and made by those who had "no authority or

commission for that purpose ;" that it is null and vuiJ, and will
not be submitted to by the people of Menco, and that even

Yucatan "will not crouch servilely belore peril, however
grave." He then refers again to the »itua:ion of Yucatan,and
concludes by protesting that.

.* A treaty of peace, in which Yucatan is not treed from the
fury of the mandarines of Mexico, on account of its eouduct in
the present war, or is not left at liberty to se< k tor admission
a* a free and sovereign Stale in the vast confederacy of the
United States, which it most ardently il-sire* as most advan¬
tageous for it; a treaty ofpe.-cec 'u'aining no provisions ot this
nature is, I repeat, eminently prejudicial to \ ticatan, which
cannot and ought not to see itselt thus sacrificed without at
least uttering a cry of complaint, without taking some measure

to demand justice. _

" For these reasons, 1 protest, in the name of my Govern-
ment and of the people ot Yucatan, againlt the terms ot this
treaty; and I demand that in any event the lot of Yucaiau should
be assured in it."

This protest expresses no frar of the Indians ; it asks no aid
of the United States against savage extermination. The alarm
proceeds from another quarter. Mexico is about lo make
peace with the United Stales; Vucatan has been declared part
of Mexico by our Government; she is in a state of rebellion
against the General Government of Mexico, and in the event of
peace and the withdrawal of our army from Mexico, that re¬

public may compel Yucatan to return to her allegiance. To
avoid this result, aud not that of extermination by the In¬
dians, Mr. Sierra asks the interference of our Government.
It is not to save her from the savages of Yucatan, but lo pro-
tect her against what he calls the mandarines of Mexico, that
our aid is no* solicited for Yucatan. ,

Strange to say, that this most novel and meddlesome pro¬
test, full of bad faith towards Mexico, with whom we were
then holding negotiations of the most delicate and honorable
character, is received and entertained by our Executive with¬
out rebuke or reply. Thus stood the matter until about the
20th of April, when the official communication from Governor
Mendez, offering the dominion and sovereignty of Yuratan to
the United States, was presented to the Executive. Then it
was that our Executive first waked up to the cry of humanity,
which had been ringing in the ears of the nation for months,
and, after nine days of anxious cabinet consultation, he sends
a message to Congress, in which, after depicting the sufferings
of the people of Y ucatan with a pathos that almost excites our

sympathy to tears, concludes by submitting "to the wisdom
< of Congress to adopt such measures as in their judgment
. may be expedient, to prevent Yucatan from becoming a colo-
' ny of any European Power, which, in no event, could be
' permitted by the United States, and at the same time to
. rescue the white race from extermination or expulsion from
' their country."

In this pro{iosilion humanity b ma le a secondary conside¬
ration, a mere incidental object. The'ruling motive for our
action is, to prevent Yucstau from becoming a colony of any
European Power; at the same time, that is, while we are

contending for the great object, the dominion of the country,
to rescue its white inhabitants from extermination and ex¬

pulsion.
When I first heard that message read, I was at a loss to

know what measure wir could adopt, acting in our legislative
capacity, to prevent Yucatan from becoming a colony of any
European Power; for if there be any real danger of this result,
tnd we have, as is contended, the right to interfere, it was the
duty of the President, in his Executive capacity, to say to
such European Powers that the Government of the United
States would not permit them to interfere with the sovereignty
of Yucatan. But, sir, the Committee on Foreign Relations
have solved the difficulty. The way to prevent Yucatan from
becoming a colony of any European Power is to take her our-
selves.first, by an armed occupation, for the purpose of reacu-
ing the white race from extermination, and then by annexation,
in order to secure the permanent dominion of the country.
This is the object of the bill reported by the committee, asex-

plained by the honorable chairman, and also by the Senator
irom Michigan, (Mr. Cass.)
The honorable chairman urges the immediate i^asage of

the bill, and tells u» that England is proceeding " with race¬
horse speed" towards Yucatan, and that, unless we get there
noon, she will get in before us. The Senator from Michigan,
still more alarmed by the emergency of the occasion, sees, or
imagines he sees, England there already, not only in posses¬
sion of Yucatan, but also of Cuba, with towers and fortifica¬
tions on the land, and armed steamers on the sea, catting our
commerce in two, commanding every entrance into the gulf,
and thus impnsoning our trade within a line of strong military
and naval positions. Under this grand national view of the
subject, what becomes of our humanity for the poor women
and children of Yucatan ' In this race for dominion the exer¬
cise of our philanthropy towards the white race of Yucatan is
lo end in a contest between England and the United States,
over the graves of the Yucateeos, for the possession of a depo¬
pulated country.

In what a strange and falee position do gentleman place
England and America. The two grent Christian and civi¬
lized nations of the earth turning a deaf ear to the cry of hu¬
manity, and each gazing with rn*etooa<>ye upon a defenceless
and wo stricken country, and each, under pretence of giving
aid to its wretched people, eeeking an opp ortunity to establish
dominion. The eagle and the lion watching the same prey,
and whether the eagle shall strike before the lion has time to

leap is the question which now fearfully agitates the minds of
honorable Senators.
Now, what becomes of all the cry about the suffering women

and children, and tboee considerations of humanity which
were dwelt upon so eloquently by the honorable chairman of
the Committee on Foreign Relations' The effort now appears
lo be, not to repulse the Indiana, but drive off England in
order that we may take the country to ourselves.

In my opinion the Executive of the United 8tates ought
not to have entertained this proposition in the form and manner
in which it was made, and for the object proposed. I do not
mean to aay that he should have shut hie ears agajnst the cry
of humanity, but that while be yielded to thecal! of humanity
it was his doty lo nject the proposition to interfere with the
civil and political relations of Vucatan, as insulting to our

honor, and pregnant with bad faith towards Mexico, with
whom we are holding negotiationa of the most delicate nature.
I have already alluded to the fact that Yucatan is one of the
States of the republic of Mexico. It haa been acknowledged
to he such by the Secretary of State, and by the President
himself. Here, then, comes one of the States of the republic
ot Mexico, and proposes in return for this supplicated aid to
cede her sovereignty and dominion to the United States.
Now, I submit this proposition, that if we were this day at
peace with Mexico, and such a proposal were entertained by
our Government, it would in itself be an act of war, because
of necessity it must feed to war. But the honorable Senator
from Michigan entertains sn opposite opinion. He says that
if we were at peace with Mexico we could lawfully entertain
thia proposition to take armed occupation of Yucatan. Why,
the idea ia monstrous! Suppose one of our States should think
proper to place herself in a position somewhat adverse to the
General Government' Suppose a majority of the people of
that State, of a £*in carte, should take advantage of this
isolated position the State, and should rise in rebellion
against the whit* iWould that State, while we were at peace
with Great Britaie^o to that coantry tnd aay, here ia a do-

mestic war; we are about to b« exterminated, come save us
aud take us ; »nd Great Britain should entertain that propo¬
sition, and in Parliament gravely discuss the que* ian whether
they would send an army into South Carofna, or Alabama,
lor the purpose of helping that State, and to take armed occu¬

pation of it, without the consent of the United State* ; would
not the conduct of Great Britain be regarded a* hostile to us,
and tantamount to war } Yet that is precisely the ease here!
I'he President jni>^o«e* to take armed occupation of one of
the States of Mexico, under an offer of its sovereignty, and
the Senator from Michigan says that in lime of peace wo
would have a right to do bo. To sustain his opinion, the'
honorable Senator asserts that Yucatan is now j»oliucaily sepa-
rated liom Mexico, as much as China. How does he mine
that fact out in the lace of the acknowledgment of our owu
Government that Yucatan is part ar.d parrel of Mexico *

Hut, sir, we are not in a state of peace with Mexico, ouf
relations with that republic are of a peculiar character at this
moment. For the last two years a bloody and disastrous war
has been raging between us. The civil and military power
ol Mexico have been overthrown by the valor and skill of our

army. To save hers. If from utter annihilation Mexico ha<
been lorcj-d to yield to our demands two of her northern States,
upon condition that we would permit her to retain, in peace,
tho balance of her teiritory. Negotiations for this purpote
are now going on, and our commissioners are now in Mexico, j
urging, in good faith, I trust, the consummation of a treaty
of peace and amity between ihe two nations. Yet at a lime
like this, and under circumstances 1 ke these, we are holding
a secret intrigue with the Governor of one of the southern Stales
ol Mexico, and entertaining a proposition which is to separate
lhat Stale Irom the Mexican republic, and annex it to our
own. We are doing that, too, without consulting Mexico,
and in the lace of the admitted fact that Yucutan " is a por-

'

tion of the Mexican republic."
We have heard much of the bad faith of Mexico; but if it

be true, as has been said, that tho treaty now under negotia-
tion contains, on our part, a stipulation not to interfere with
any of the other States of Mexico without the consent of her
General Government, what will be said of our national honor
and faith, if we should now, even before the ink is dry which
records our covenant of non-interference, seize upon Yucatan ?
It is evident to my mind that, if this projcct is to be persevered
in, it will be the means of either continuing the present war,
or the cause of a new war with Mexico. It has been admit¬
ted on several occasions on this floor, by the friends of an¬

nexation, that the annexutton of Texas was, if not the imme¬
diate, yet tho remote cause of the present war with Mexico.
Is there not n similarity in the two cases ? Our interference
witK Texas commenced with the cry for aid against Mexican
oppression and cruelty. Our citizens, in defiance of law and
of General Jackson's proclamation forbidding their interference
with the internal affairs of Mexico, passed into Texas, joined
in her revolution, and wrested that State from the dominion
of Mexico. I hen came the cry of English interference, and
the danger of Texas becoming a colony »f some European
Power.the safety of the Union.the extension of the area
of freedom.ending in annexation, and followed up bv a war

with Mexico. Do not Senators see, in the Yucatan affair,
the beginning of the same process > First, we have human¬
ity to excite our sympathies; then fear of England to arouse

our national jealousy ; then armed occupation, to be followed
by annexation.all making out a cause, immediate or remote,
for another war with Mexico. With the history of our pres¬
ent difficulties with Mexico fresh in his recollection, the Pres¬
ident could not fail to see that the measure now recommended
by him was the act, of all others, most calculated to excite the
suspicions of Mexico and to defeat the treaty which he professes
a desire to see speedily consummated. It has been said, in cer¬

tain quarters, that this treaty was forced upon the Executive ;
and that, although he recommended its ratification, he was

not at heart in favor of the measure. I cannot permit myself
to believe that the President is capable of any such double
dealing upon a question of suth high importance to the honor
and ptface of the country as this. Yet it must be admitted
that this untimely interference with one of the'Strrtes of Mex¬
ico will, whether intended or not, cast suspicion upon the sin¬
cerity of our Government as to its professions for speedy peace
with Mexico. The people of the country rejoiced at ihe first
prospect of peace, i'hey desired to see this miserable war
with Mexico brought to a speedy termination, and longed to
l>e assured that our difficulties with that unfortunate country
were finally adjusted. Pioud of the glory achieved by our

gallant army, and believing that no other advantage to the
country could result by the further prosecution of the war,
they did expect that the lirst opportunity to restore honorai le
peace to the country would be embraced by our Government.

I have already shown that the proposition to cede the sov¬

ereignty of \ ucatan to us had a close connexion with the de-'
pending treaty of peace between us and Mexico ; that it was
not mads until after that treaty had been sent to the Senate ;
and that the object of Yucatan in making the proposition was

to induce this Government to relieve her from the terms of the
treaty.to save her, not from the Indians, but from the power
of Mexico. Nay, further, it is now quite evident that this
proposition of \ ucatan was made for the pur|>ose of defeating
peace. Let us, then, beware how we entertain it, and there¬
by disappoint the earnest desire of the country tor a speedy
adjustment of our-Mexican difficulties.

II there ever was a time in our history when all the great
interests of the country demanded peace, and speedy peace,
it is now, on this very day. Ti»e nations of the "Old World
have been suddenly thrown into a state of revolution. The
I,0''CV of foreign interference, of national intermeddling, is
now receiving the bitter fruits of its labor. The proud mon-
archs of Europe, who set themselves up to regulate the atlairs
o< the world, are now unable to defend their own existence.
Ancient thrones are tottering upon their foundations: and
winch shall stand or which ahall fall, is a question belonging
to the news of the day. Europe, still disturbed in all her jk>-
litical and commercial relations yields the control of the
world s commerce to our enterprise. Capital, frightened from
its investments in the old work], seeks employment under the
safety ofour institutions; and labor, and enterpiise, and wealth,
escaping from beneath the tumbling ruins of despotism, seeks
safety in our temple ot liberty. In this momentous crisis in
the world s affairs.in this hour ol contusion to nations.at
this moment, when the clouds of war are gathering thick and
dark over the eastern horizon.when we see the lightnings
flash and hear the distant thunders roll.with what joy and
hope do we turn to see the bow of peace span our clear west¬
ern sky ! Wipe off the little speck of war from our political
horizon, cease this contest for worthless Mexican te'ritory, and
give us peace, immediate and permanent f»eace, and vou will
secure to your country the damiruon of the sea, the control of
the commerce ofthe world.

I will now notice the reasons assigned, as well by the Presi¬
dent as by Senators, for the adoption of this measure. Thev
are two.first, to prevent European interference for the sake
of dominion j second, to rescue the white population of Yu¬
catan from an exterminating Indian war. In support of the
first reason, the President aaya :
" We have now suthentie information that, if the aid asked

lor from the United States be not granted, such aid w II pro¬
bably be obtained from some Euro|tean Power, which may
hereafter assert a claim to 'dominion and aovereijrntv' over
l'aeaian."

If ihe President means by this that we have authentic in¬
formation that som» European Power will grant aid to Yuca¬
tan for the sake of humanity, the fact is undoubtedly so ; for
Spain has already granted such aid and is preparing to afford
more. But, sir, I have looked in vain through these docu-
ments for any evidence going to show that auch aid has been
or will be furnished by any European Power for the purpose
of averting a claim to dominion and sovereignty over Yuca¬
tan. It is true we have opiniona and sus|»icioits given and
entertained by Mr. Sierra and others upon this }>oint, but there
is not a single fact proved to suatain these opinions and suspi¬
cions. On the contrary, the facts stated prove that they are
unfounded. The suspected European Powers named in these
document* are France, Spain, and England. As to France,
Commodore Parry, in hia letter of the 18th of March, says :

** I have it direct from the French consul here that the Gov-
ernment of \ ocstan has more than twice within a few vesrs
hack applied to Prance (r»r permission to hoist the Freneb fl ig
and to become a French colony, but their proffers have as often
been declined."

Spain has also been appealed to through her authorities in
Cuba, and it is true that she has listened to that appeal, and
granted relief; but how, and for what object * Not by taking
fiossession of the country for the sJte of dominion, but by
promptly sending part of her naval force there, to give protec¬
tion and succor to such of the white inhabitants of Yucatan
as might fly to the sraooast for protection against a savage
foe j and, for fear that her motives might be suspected, she
disclaim in advance all intention of interference with the civil
and political relations of Yucatan. The inatructions given
to her naval commander are worthy of our noUce. I will
read part of them ;
" 1 the presence of his vessel on the coast of Yucatan is

protectory,and has no hostile character whatsoever."
" I hat on this principle only will he beallowed to grant as¬

sistance to the Spaniards and other inhabitants who may look
for protection under his llsg."

''''V,1!' having earnestly repeated to the commander
ot the 1 Chiirroa' that he should carry the rie»ire» (hat animate*
the authorities of Cuba to be useful to the inhabitants ol Yuca¬
tan, to whom they are linked by ties of blood and friend¬
ship, he was lurther directed to effect a landing on the bestth
if it should be necessary to do so, in order to protect the lives
of men, women, and children, in case that they should be at¬
tacked within the range of his musketry » but' that under no

pretext should the landing party advance' more than ten yards
from the sea shore."

Upon these instructions, the official organ of the Govern¬
ment of V ucatan, under date of the Sth of February last, re¬
marks : (I read from the documents before us.)
" Thus they respect the independence and sovereignty of

Yucatan and the international law, in (Srder that it should in
nowise be understood that, profiting by the critical aitnation
of the country, they had an intention of subjugating it by the
establishment of a certain domination.

** And this it it that honora more than any thing else the
generous offers of her Catholio Majesty in the island of Cuba,
who offer us their protection, moved only by the holy love for
afflicted humanity."

'

Who does not see and feel the beauty and justice of this
sentiment » The conduct of the Hptniah authorities oo this

occasion is worthy of the best days of old S(o:;-. ; and, in-,
stead of exciting our jealousy, should command otir imitation.

But England i* the Power referred to. England will take
advantage of the critical situation of \ ucatm, grant the aid it,
we do not, ai d " iHtrt a ciaiin to doaii#iCi arid sove-
r.: jinty over Yucatan." Now, sir, there is not a particle of re-

liable evidence before u« to show that the GotMUlWBt of Eng-
land entertain* any such illegal and dishonorable design to-(ward the toveriignty of Yucatan. The nature ai d tlie cha-
racier of all the information we hme epOO this point are ex-

pie* ed in the following extract from a letter ol Coin. 1 trry,
dated 13th March. He tays:

__ j"Tbe Freix-i Consul expresses the opinion that F.nglaw
mav, in vie* ot obtaining an increase ot territory in the 1 «)
of Hondnrus anil possession of the harbors ot Aaowiuo# an
fclsitiriiu SanlO, on tlu east coast of Yucatan, be induced _ioliirnikh aid in tro<>|is and munitions Irom the settlement ot llie
Belize ; and a person is now in the city, professwj to bo an

agaml sent expressly from Jamaica to enter into some arrange¬
ment with 'be Yucatan Government. '1 his information isgitejjfor what it is worth. In my own mind it has little weigt> .

We have, it is true, the opinion* and surmise* of Mr. 8i-
erra. He «a>« !.>' has reason to believe that the British Gov¬
ernment will intertere. From what doe* he draw audi an in¬
ference * t"rom .he tact thai British arms have been louiid in
tbe hand* of Indiana, obtained, aa he supposes, from the Bf,t"
i*h agent at the Belize * He has not even proot ot the tact;
but if he had, would it follow that the Government of Lug-
land had auch an intention becau e some of her subjects n»uy
have sold aims to the insurgents * Why, sine® "ur war com¬
menced with Mexico, it is said (I hope without foundation;
that aome of our own citizens, not being overburdened with
patriotism, have sold arms to the enemy. '1 he idea ol charg¬
ing the Government of England with the intention to seize
the dominion of Yucatan because some of the Indians obtaui-
ed arms from aome of the subjects of that Government resi¬
ding at the Belize is perfectly preposterous. W e may talk
about the probability of Great Britain seizing upou Y ucatan,
iu order to excite our watchfulness, but we must remember
that such probabilities a:e not sufficient lor Government* to a l

upon. We must have s6me evidence of her moving m the
matter, before we can make her action the reason lor our in¬
terference.

But, eir, when we consider the political relations ot i uca¬
tan, it is all idle to say that England will seize upon the do¬
minion of that countiy. We know that an act ot this kin"
would, under exiting relations between the United States and
Mexico, be an act ot war; she wopld have two wars at once
upon her hands.war with Mexico for seizing upon one ot
her States, war with the United States for interfering with a

country with which we are at war, and now blockaded
by our Heel, an! subject to be conquered by our armies.
Even by the laws of war England at this time could only be
permitted to appear in Y'ucatan either as the ally of Mexico or
of the United mates. If she comes seeking conquest* tor her¬
self a conllict of arms is certain and war inevitable. W hen,
then, the honorable chairman expressed his tears of the im¬
mediate interference of England, and told us that she was

proceeding "with race-horse speed" to take possession of
Yucatan, he must have overlooked entirely this view of the
ca-e. This cry of England'* interference with the nations on

this continent Has lost its effect upon me ; it has been dinged
in our ears for the last six years. On all occasions relative to
our foreign relations we are threatened by the fear of Lng-
land. The present Administration has lived with the lear ot
England continually before its eyes, and is likely to die under
the same dreadful apprehension. This fear of England, real
or affected, has done much for us in the way ot acquiring
foreign dominion. Tbe cry commenced with tbe annexation
of Texas, and it succeeded so well in that case that the Go¬
vernment was induced the next year to raise it again upon
Oregon, but then it did not succeed quite so »ve.I, it being
checked by a little leal fear of English power eutertamed by
the Executive.

.In the fail of 1315 this spectre again haunts the nund ol
tjie President. A rumor had reached the State Department

i that an Irish priest by the name of Macnamara had goue to
California on board of au English ship of war; that he was
about to purchase a large tract of iand at a very low rale, too,
for the purpose, no doubt, of establishing an English colony
there. Our Government take* the alarm, and dispatches Capt. ,Gillespie with secret instructions to Col. Fremont to watch
and counteract tbe movements of England. Forthwith Cali-

1 fornia is revolutionized, Mexican authority overthrown, mid
the countrv reduccd to our possession, we being at the time
when these secret orders'were given at peace with Mexico.
Thus we obtained possession of California througti tear ol

Again, when peace was first proposed wirti Mexico, we
were told that if our army were withdrawn Irom Mexico in
her present distracted condition, England would enter and
seize upon the country. We must, therefore, hold on to all
Mexico for fear of England. And now, when a call for toe
exercise of humanity is made to us from Y ucatan, we disre¬
gard the appeal until the tear of England comes in to excitc
us to action and then, under the pretext of rescuing women
and children, the President gravely recommends that we
take measures to prevent Yucatan from becoming an English
colonv. W>ih due deference to the opinions of honorable Se-
natois, I think that this continual reference to the tear of Eng¬
lish interference is unl>ecoming the honor and dignity ot thic
nation. It smacks a little of cowardice to be thus shaping our1
course to »*oid direct contact with the power of England. It
there be anv real danger of interference by England with the
independent GovemmenU on this continent, and if it t>e our
settled policv to resist that interference, why not act openly
and decided Iv upon the point, and tell Englsn i in plain
English that anv movement of hers towaids this object will be
resisted by the Government of the \ nited states. Surely
such a course would be more mardy and honorable, and would
at once relieve us from that duress of morbid fear which frets
and excites the Executive ou all occasions.
Much has been said in the course of this debate about Mr.

Monroe's declaration relative to European interference with
the nations upon this continent. This principle seems to have
taken a strong hold upon the President's mind, and for fear
that we may f'rget it, he quotes it in almost every message
sent to Congress. It is recited in the message now before uj,
as follows :

.« That ve should consider any attempt on their pai t to ex¬
tend their system to any nation of this hemisphere as danger¬
ous y> our peace and safety."

Mr. Monroe also avowed another principle, that.
.. The American continents, by the tree and independent

condition which they have assumed and maintain, are hence¬
forth not to be considered as subjects tor luture colonization by
any European Power."

^

'

jThe latter cannot be applied to tbe case of \ ucatan, for she
is one of the States of Mexico, and cannot therefore be made
the subject of colonization. If, therefore, Y ucatan is to be in¬
terfered with by any European Power, it. must be by over¬

throwing her present Government, and establishing foreign do-
minien inTtts stesd. It was this system of European politics,
the svstem of the Holy Alliance, to which Mr. Monroe allu-
ded in the declaration first above cited, and ai;ain*t the exten¬
sion of which svstem to our hemisphere he solemnly protest¬
ed, as dangerous to oDr peace and safety. Thus understood,
this declaration of Mr. Monroe may be considered as a solemn
pledge on our part to sustain the independence of the States
on this continent against the domineering interference of for¬
eign Powers. It is a general principle, maintaining (in the
broadest terms the great doctrine of non-interference.a doc¬
trine as binding upon us as upon the nations of Lurope. \ et
the President cites this principle of Mr. Monroe a* authority
tor us ta interfere with the domestic difficulties in Y ucatan, to
separate her from the Republic of Mexico, and forcibly to con-
nect her sovereignty to ourselves. This, sir, is, in my opin¬
ion, an utter perversion of the principle, converting it into a
selfish dognu, and applying its restrictions to all the world
except our*fes. What do we ptopo«e to do by this bill
Is it to maintain the independence at \ against
lish interference and power » Not at all. The mdepende«e
of Y'ucatan is not thought of. The object is, as now svoweH,
to anticipate England by interfering ourselves, for the purpose
of extending our dominion over one of the Ststes of Mexion.
The Jews had a notion that many of their laws applied to the
heathen world, >nd not to themselves, and they frequently
acted under this literal construction. Hence the divine re-
buke which they received : " Thou who revest thou shalt not
steal, dost thou steal Thou that savest thou shalt not covet,
dost thou eovet,M May we not likewise say to Mr. »oik,
you, who sayeth to England, thou shalt not take \ ucatan,
will vou take Y'ucatan You, who sayeth, thou shall not in¬

terfere, will you interfere ' The application now attempted
to l>e made of Mr. Monroe's principle makes it a more selfish
rule of action under which you exclude others Irom p it er

in order to take it all yourselves. I think Mr. tonroe
would be somewhat astonished to hear that his declaration a
been used for such a purpose. |The second feaaonassigned for our interference is, to rescue
the white race from exterminstion or expulsion by the Indian
race. The pnpulatisn of Yucatan f divided into two geiieral
classes ot castas.the Indians or natives, numbering about
400,000, and the whites, or Spaniards, about 120,000.
Both are citizens under the constitution of \ ucatan, and have
a voice in the affairs of Government. These Indian-, called
savages by Mr. Sierra, are citizens under the constitution or
Yucatan, and as «tCh, they being largely in tbe majority,
they have a right to regulate the political affairs ot their coun¬

try. Their right to do so is also acknowledged bv Governor
Mendex, for it was by the aid of the Indian population, soli¬
cited by him, that he overcome his political rival and obtained
|iower, and which, as I.have already shown, he afterwards
abused by oppressing the Indians. Now it may be, and i con¬
fess such'is my opinion, formed from an examination >f the
evidence before us, that the war now raging in V ucatan is a

civil war between the two classes of her citizens, concerning
the administration of the Government. The Indian citizens
being in the majority, and having the political power, have
overcome the white citizens, and are now in their turn t;Jing
power, as is said, whh ctuelty ami injuetice. The white citi¬
zens divided among themselves, and panic-stricken, fly to us
for aid, and the President proposes to grant the aid, by taking
armed occupation of the country. If we do thia, we must
take sides with the minority, and make war upon the majority
of the citisena of Y|catan. Now, air, while I am aa annooa

as any Senator here to put an end ii> that cruel strife, otid ip
rescue the women and children ot \ ucatan from the horrors of
a civil war, 1 am not willing to send our army into that country
for the purpose of driving out or exterminating the Indian po¬
pulation, who, by the law and constitution ot the couritry,
have the right to govern it. But they are mere savages, and
the honorable Senator front Michigan (Mr. Cass) ia of opinion
that they ought not to have !>een admitted to the right of ciu-
ii"iwhip ; that thoy ure too igiorant for the sale exercise of ao

high a privilege. I understand that some of these Indiana,
either of the whole or the hall blood, rank among the first ci
tizens of Mexico, holding high end responsible stations under
that Government. One of them, Mr. Kejon, was I believe,
Secretary of Htate.the eame gentleman who h.-ld a corres¬
pondence with Mr. Shannon, and proved himself quite equal
to our minister ; Almonte also belonged to that so culled sav¬

age rare. But I was nsloiiiahed to hear the honorable Senator
from Michigan take the ground that a majority ol'the people of
this countty ought not to !>e permitted to control ita Govern
menu This is not very democratic. It is the doctrine of Uie
aristocracy of Europe. Louis Philippe thought the Blouses
of France ought not to vote, that they were too ignorant to bo
entrusted with that high prerogative ; but the Blouse. thought
otherwise, they rose iu their |H>wer, and by lorce expelled the
royal family from France. Whether the illouses of Paris will
exercise their newly acquired rights with mom humanity 'han
the nations of Yucatan is yet to he seen, but the \ ucatecoa
have this advantage over their compatriots of Europe, while
they are many, contending for rights already secured to them
by the constitution of the country, the Blouses are fighting
against the constitution ofcF ranee, iu order to obtain privileges
which they ruver enjoyed before. If we should adopt the
policy of interfering iu a case ot this kind we shall have our
hands full for years to come. But it is said that this is a war
of races.the Indian against the white race. 11 that be a

ground for our interference, we have grossly neglected our

duty heretofore. The case has existed for centuries. Every
civil war in Mexico.and there have been uiany of them more
cruel and sanguinary than the present one.from the conquest
of Cortex to this time, has been a war between the races of
that ill-fated country.between the Indians (whole and halt
blood) and the Spaniards. The great war of the revolution,
commenced by Hidalgo in 1807, and which finally secured the
inde|>endeiKe of Mexico from old Spain, was a war of races or
castes ; an exterminating war, too, in which the native-born
Spaniard was slaughtered or expelled from the country. In
the long and bloody history of those cruel and exterminating
wars which were for centuries waged by old Spain against the
Indians in her provinces, we have no account of an appeal to
the humanity ol Christian nations for aid and succor to the
red man. Men, women, and children were cruelly murdered
or hopelessly enslaved. Tribe after tribe were exterminated,
and nation after nation saerificcd on the altar ol Spanish do¬
minion ; yet there was none to interfere and stay the hand of
the destroyer. But now, at the first cry of the while man for
aid against Indian revenge.revenge, too, provoked by his
own bad faith.our humanity is excited to fever heat, and
the military power of this Christian nation is to be forthwith
sent into Yucatan to fight the battles of the Spaniard against
the Indian. I will have nothing to do with this war ot races
in Yucatan. ,

, . . ,In conclusion, I desire to notice some of the remarks made
by the distinguished Senator from Michigan. In the enlarged
view tiken of this subject by that Senator he considered the
question of humanity as of little importance. He places our
action upon the high grounds of national security, commerce,
and dominion ; and he calls upon us to take this opportunity
to secure these national advantages against the grasping power
of England. He looks upon Yucatan as a great commercial
position.a site tor a " tower of observation, overlooking theTrade of the Gulf-a safe harbor for a tie* of English steam¬
ers, and then tells us that in a national point of view ' it is a

question of life and death to us" whether we or England have
possession of Yucatan. But in order to invest \ ucatan wit i

this importance the Senator has been obliged o oo

beyond that territory to the adjacent islands m those latitudes
He has, I think, beeu ac.ing under the advice of General
''ackson, who raid.

?."That statesmen had better study the constitution Ieii, am
geography more, in order to be useful to their count!v.
The Senator has been looking at Ihe latitude and longitude

of Cuba, its relative and commanding position, and iu liability
to be seized upon by England. That Cuba is the last jewel
of the kind in the Crown of Spain. That one of these days
the jewel may fall off, or, what 1 think is more likely to happen,
lie found, as many other crowned jewels nowadays are, in 'he
market. In that event we must be ready to pick it up or pur¬
chase it. The Senator savs he WQuld not take Cuba by force
of arms. He prefer, negotiation, but would at all hazards
not permit her to fail into the hands of any Government but
our own. Now, sir, to drop the figurative language of the
Sena'or, I understand hiin to lie of opinion that under the cir¬

cumstances in which Yucatan- is placed, and for the reason
he assigns, this Government ought now to take possession ot
Yucatan with a view of nunexing it to the United States , and
in case there should !*> danger of Cuba passing into the hands
ot any other Power, we should also seize upon that island an l
annex it to our Union of Statas. This is making rapid ad¬
vancement in the policy of annexation.

.The case of Cuba, now anticipated by the Senator, is likely
won to be before us for action. It will be here before the
next administration is over, and, as tfte honorable Senator,
may, if his party succeeds, bold a commanding position in

t^iat administration, and where, he will permit Die to say,
should be happy to see him, provided we do not fill the place
by a good W hig, his opinions upon the subject of the annexa¬
tion of Cuba will 1» received with deep interest by the country.
This question will come, if it com^s at all, within the next
four veers. The revoluUons in Europe are not yet over.
The Crown of Spain inay shake and fall next. Cut*, unpro¬
tected by the mother country, may be subjected to civil war
like Yucatan. It may be a war -if races too. A commis¬
sioner will present himself to our next President, and tell him
that Cuba is deserted by Spain, that a cruel war is raging
there, and then appealing to our humanity for aid, accom-

iKinied with a threat that if we do not grant the re.ief England
will, and Cuba will be lost to the 1'nited Piyites. I bus will
this crown-jewel be placed at our fret. True, it is of the ebony
order, vet quite tempting. Would the honorable Senator pick
it up and place it in our republican wreath, and thereby add
one or too more slave States to the I nion

^But I do not participate in the Senator s anticipated fears
that England will seize upon Yucatan and Cuba if we do not.
England at present has enough to do at home in keeping her
subiects in order, Without interfering with the Governments on
this continent. The Canada* are more likely to demand her
attention than either Yucatan or Cuba: and, judging from the
signs of the times, England is more likely to l.we the provinces
.he has upon this contiuent than to acquire new ones. .N either
can I see that imminent danger to our commerce and to our

national safety which that Senat. r fees, in esse } ucatan and
Cuba were in the possession of England. The control of our

commerce, or of the commerce of the world, does not depend
upon positions on land, upon towers and fortifications over¬

looking and commanding narrow straits and narrow isthmuses.
It is not Gibraltar, nor Malta, nor the Mosquito coast, nor

any other position on land, that secures to F»ngland the con¬
trol of commerce. It is her power and position on the broad
sea which gives her the advantage. The nation that would
control the world's commerce must control the element upon
which it floats. The mistress of the tea will lie the mistress
of commerce. England may seize upon Cuba; she may cover
the isthmus of Yucatan ail over with threatening fortifications,
yet, as long as our proud navy can ride in triumph o er toe
dark blue sea," I fear no evil to our commerce.
The Senator says that England, in possession P0"*

tions, will "cut oar commerce in two. Sir, she has done
that very thing already, but not in the way suggested. e

have done it for her; your free-trade policy, the tariffof
more than cuts our commerce in two ; « gives England the
best half. She is now successfully competing with us in every
workshop and upon every mart of trade in tlie Lnion. Eng¬
land does not seek her liarren coasts and .hinly-populated pro-
vinces for the purpose of extending her commerce , she looks
to our millions of hesds and mouths t > cover and feed a. a far
richer commercial prize. Give her this advantage for a few
years more, and she will not contend with us for this miserable
Yucatan, will, its four hundred thousand Indians and one
hundred and twenty thousand white inhabitants. W hen and
where has Enaland ever dared to interfere with our foreign
commerce » Do we not at this moment divide commerce with
her the world over .» Bo not our ships go wherever her ships
go-our flag waving side by tide with bcrs on everyr sea

Andean it be supposed that she now contemplates,tbe de¬
struction of our commerce by seizing upon \ ucatan aud Cuba
The supposition is visionary and idle.

fThe nations of Europe have enough to do to take °Jthemselves They are now feeling the result of .he pohc>
that ia attempted to be revived by us. 1 his policy of inter¬

fering whh other portions of the world, this grasping disposi¬
tion to take that which belongs to others one nation se*k.n«
to control the concerns of another, has Isft the n.Uom of Eu¬
rope in a condition in which they are hardlyN able to take care
of themselves. Had Napoleon, in the eaily portion
career, lis-enej to the good sp,r.t which advised him to stand
u|w»n the soil of France he would h.v. passed down to n,

posterity one of the "most glorious empires that ever descend. .!fvTrn sin. to son. And if England, with all her historic fan...
her pr.de, her wealth and power-if England is to go down in
this wreck ot nation.one can* ot her overthrow w.^foujin the extenston of her dominion "broad, «" th«-
expense of her people at home. And -hall we with the*,th.
disastrous examples liefore our eyes, undertake to conUnue

lh*I waTstnick by a remark made a few days since, by the
Senator from Illinois, (Mr. Doc.las) that it was high time
that we should recall our attention from foreign nations and
attend, for a short tune, to the interests ol our own country.
For the last four years most of our lime, and money, tcss
have been employed in looking after other J**"1'**- 1 he
Administration has, with the coldness and.lability ofastatue
Mood with its back to the country and its face towards foreign
dominions No domestic interest, no internal improvement,
could obtain a hearing or elicit a response unless it was now

and then a cold negative thrown over the left shoulder in the ,form of a veto. Now, I agree with the Senator ftom Ilk-

| noin that it is high time that our Government turn round and
look into the country, open iu eyes and it* eai* to the waiius
ami demand* of the people ; the tiel<l of observation, culti¬
vated ami uncultivated, ia broad enough fur the exercise of all
ita faculties. Theio are river* to be clear'd <t( obstructions
and harbor* to be improved lor the security of our inland com-
merce. »
The Senator from Michigan, in the close of hi* speech,

very (ltiquently de>crilo* the rapid improvement of tbe court'
try aince the time.forty yeara ago, I think.when he deacend-
ed the ir.ajo-itc hvera of the West in a bark canoe, the ai'ja-
cent country then being a wilderness. It i* true, that fcmce
that day the industry anJ enterprise of our jieople have aettleJ
and improved that wildernes*, until it now teem* with pvpu-lation, and oveirtow* with ail the i,ece**ariea and luxurtea of
civilized life ; but thi* his been the tesult of the enterprise ot
our people, with no u;d from the Government other than that
flowing Irom pur free institution!.

But how ia it with thoae majestic rivera diitrn which the
Senator'* bark canoe b>i smoothly glided ' Have they been
improved ' No, air ; the aaine snag* and bara are there still,intfirupting and destroying every year our internal commerce.

Thus, while the people have lotitj since cleared up tbe wild*
eriK'a*, the Government ha* not found time or opportunity to
clear out the rivera. Nay, further, we are now told by the
President that, although there be power enough in the consti¬
tution to acquire foreign dominion without limit, there ia no
power in that instrument to improve the rivera and harbor* of
our country ; at all even'.*, riot until this foreign war is over.
I truat the time haa come when we are about to get lid of alt
our foreign diHicultie*; when the Government, released from

I the burden* of foreign war, may devote itaelf to the great in-
teresta of peace, to our domestic affair*, to the promotion of
the virtue, the prosperity, and the true glory of our own
country.

NAVY BEEF A*iJ> PORK. KOK I«IO.

NaVT DErARTMKXT,
Bureau of Provisions and Clothing, June 7, 1848.

SEALED PROPOSALS, endorsed .' Proposals for Beef,"and " Proposala for Pork," us the case may be, will be
received at thi* office until 3 o'clock P. M., on Monday, the
tilth day of July next, for furnishing and delivering, trea ot'
all cost and risk to the United State*.

Five thousand four hundred barrels of Navy Beef, and four
thousand eight hundred barrels of Navy Pork :
Each barrel to contain not lets than two hundred pounds

nett weight of beef or pork; no excess of weight in either
article will be paid for. To be delivered at ilie respective
navy yards as follows :

Barrels beef. Barrels pork.At Charleatown, Mass 1,800 1,600
At Brooklyn, N. V 1,800 1,600
At Gosport, Va 1,800. 1,600

5,400 , 4,100Said beet and pork must be delivered, one-half between th«
first da/ of January, 1840, and the first day of .ApnJ. jand thu other halt between the 15th day ot April, 184®, ami
the 15th day of June, 1849, unless earlier deliveries should be
required by the chief of this Bureau. Offers must be, made
for each bait separately and distinctly; that is, tor the haK
deliverable between the 1st of January and 1st of April, and
tor the half deliverable between the 15th ot April and Jatlii ot
June 184'J. Payment tor the first halt to be made within
thirty days after delivery ; and for the second halt in thirtydays after the 15th of June, 1849.
The beef must be from well-fattened cattle, slaughteredbetween the 1st day of November, 1848, and the 1st day ot

February, 1S4«J, and weighing not less than s.x hundred pounds,
nett weight, each. The legs and leg rands of the hind quar-tera, ami the shins and shoulder-clods, and at least eight poundafrom the neck end of each fore quarter, or the parts marked
\os 1 '2 anil 3, on the drawing or delineation ot the lore and
hind quarters of an ox, Which will be attached to and lortu a
part ot the contract,- must be wholly excluded trom each bar-*
icl and half barrel, and the remainder of the carcass must be
cut in nieces ot not lets than eight pounds each.
The pork must be packed from corn-ted, well-lattened hoes,

slaughtered betwuAthe first day of November, 1848, and the
first day of February, 1849, and weighing not less than two
hundred pounds each, excluding the heads, joles, necks, shoul¬
ders, lianis, legs, feet, and lard, and all refuse pieces; ami
must be cut in piwe. weighing not less than six pounds each.
Both the beef and pork must be salted with at least one

statute bushel of Turk's Island, Isle ot May, or St. I be*
salt; and the beef must have five ounces ot tine pulverixed
saltpetre to each barrel, exclusive of a pickle, to be made from
fresh water, as strong as salt w ill make it.

One-fourth the quantity of beef, and one-fourth the quan-titv of pork, must be packed in half barrels, and contain one
hundred pounds nett weight of each, as the case may be ; and,
in estimating the price, two halt barrels are to be consideied
as one barrel.

e ,1 he barrels ami half barrels must be made of the best Sea¬
soned white oak, of white-ash slaves and heading; it ot the
former, to be not less than three-tourths of an 'neh thick ; it
of the latter, to be not less than an inch thick for barrels, and
three-fourths of an inch for hall barrels, and to he hooped at
least three-fourths over with the best white oak or hickory
'"Each barrel and half barrel must be branded on its head
" Navy Beef," or " Navy Pork," as the case luay be, with the
contractor's name and the year when packed.

... ,,The beef and pork, will, unless otherwise directed bv the
chief ot this Bureau, lie inspected by the inspecting officers
at the respective navy yards aforesaid, and by
inspector of salted provisions, who will be selected by the? reiLctive commanding officers; but their charges for such
inspection must be paid by the respective contractors who
must likewise liave the barrels put in good shipping order to
the satisfaction ot the commandants ot the respective navyvards aforesaid, alter inspection, and at their own expense.Bidders must specify their prices separately and distinctly
in separate offers for the beef and tor the pork, and for each
of the places of delivers , covering all expenses and allcliarges.Bonds ih one-third the amount of the respective contracts
will be required, and Sen per ceutixn in addition will be with¬
held front the amount of each payment to be made, as colla¬
teral security for the due and faithful performance o their re¬
spective contracts, which will on no account be pass! until the
contracts are complied with in all res|»ects, and is to be or-
feited to the United Slates In the event of tailure to complete
ttie deliveries within the prescribed periods. And in case ot
failure mi the part of the contractor to deliver the atorewul
beet and pork within the time specified, the Chiet of the Bu¬
reau of Provisions and Clothing shall have the right to direct
purchases to be made to supply the deficiencies, and any ex¬
cess of cost shall lie chargsd to and paid by the contractors.
Paymeut will Ih- made by the United States at the periodsshove specified, (excepting the ten per centum to be withheld
until the completion of the contracts, as before stated,) after
the said beef a.id pork shall have been inspected and received,and bills for the sanie shall have been presented to the uavy
agents respectively, duly approved by the commandants ot
the respective navy yards, according to the terms of the

The parts of the beef to be excluded will be particularlydesignated in the engraving to be attached to the controls.Persons interested can obtain them on application at this omce.
Bidders whose proposals are accepted (and none Others) will

be forwith notified, ami as early as practicable a contract and
bond will be transmitted to them for execution ; which con¬
tract and bond must be returned to the Bureau withio ten
days, exclusive of the time required for the regular transmis¬
sion of the mail. 1

, ,. . .Every offer made must be accompanied (a* directed in the
6th section of the act of Congress making apprnpn.tinnstor
the naval service lor 1846-7, approved loth ».*,*
copy Of which is subjoined) by a written
one or more responsible penons, to tbe effect'hat be or they
undertake that the bidder or bidders will, if In* or
be accepted, enter into an obligation within ten days, with
good and sufocient sureties, to furnish ihe ^ieta pr°pi»d.
This guaranty must be accompanied by the certificate ot the

United States district judge, United 8Utea^iuiw agent, or some officer ot the General Government, or
individual known to the Bureau, that the guarantors are able
to make rood their guaranty.

, .. ,No pr»|M»aal will t»e considered unless accompanied by tucli

^The'fiidder's name an.) residence,:snd the name of eath
member of a firm, where a company offers, should be distinct¬
ly stated.
Extract from the act ot Congress approved August 10, 184o.

.. Sec 6 Jlnd be it further enacted, That, »rom and alter
the Massage of this act, every proposal for naval supplies invi¬
ted \»v tHc Secretary ot the Navv, under the proviso to Bms
renew appropriation bill tor the navy, approved March third,
eighteen hundred and forty-three, shall be accompanied by a
written guara.uv, signed by one or more responsible persons,
to the effect that he or they undertake Oust the bidder or bid¬
ders will, if his or their bid be accepted, enter into an obliga¬tion in such time as may lie prescribed by the Secretary o» the
Nsvy with good and sufficient sureties, to furnish the suppliesproposed No proposal shall be considered unless accom¬
panied by such guana**. H, after the acceptance of a pro¬posal and a notification thereof to the bidder or bidders, lie or
ihev shall tail to enter into an obligation within the time pre¬scribed by the Secretary of the Navy, with good and sufficient
sureties for furnishing the snpplies, then the Secretary ot the
Navy shall proceed tb contract with some other person or per-
sons for furnishing the said supplies; and shall forthwith
cause the difference between the amount contained in the pro¬posal so guarantied and the amount for Which be may have
contracted for turnishing the said supplies for the w hole
of tlie proposal to be charged up againat saifl bjdder or bid¬
ders, and his or their guarantor or guarantors ; and the .me
may be immediately recovered by the United Slates, for iho
uae of the Navy lXepartment, in an action ot debt againsteither or all of said peraona." iuoe S.taw4w
JlifWK Mm DOW, Notary Public and tiener^l A^ent.OJfiff Ao. 3 Union Building*, directly under the lmon

Office, Washington, D. C.
A TTENDS to the prosecution of claims before Congressand the various lKpartments of the Government. I'«" -

siona and bonnty-land warrants particularly aitende«l to.Bounty-land warrants purchased and sold. The heirs an jlegal repreaentativea ot the officers and crew of John '

Jones's squadron in X779 will find it to be to their interest to
apply to Mr. 1)., he having the rolls of the Bon HosbimRichard and Alliance, and can tell at a glance who are
who are not entitled to a share in Ae Denmark l'r,*'"tV| >jions abroad who desire business to be attende«l to bv . .

will be required in all cases to pay postage and eneio* » -

taining lee of $5.
Refer to the Members of the 28th snd 30th C°nR^__)vrally. m,r

.-r.

GKi>l> VN EQUITY RVIDBNtli. ""Amcri^(May, 1848) with Notes and References ta A

decisions.complete in one volume. _ T \\*LOR.


